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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  2008 

! ! ! NEW MEETING PLACE ! ! !   

STARTING WITH  
NOVEMBER RACE GROUP  

WESTPORT FLEA MARKET 
BAR AND GRILL  

817 WESTPORT ROAD 
1/2 BLOCK EAST OF  

SOUTHWEST TRAFFICWAY  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR  
FOR ALL OUR MEETINGS  

RACE GROUP, NOVEMBER 18  

SOLO GROUP, DECEMBER 2  

GENERAL AND ANNUAL MEETING &   
ELECTION OF OFFICERS,  DECEMBER 2  

BOARD MEETING, NOVEMBER 25   

!!! NEW MEETING PLACE !!! 
See page 3 for more information  

http://www.scca.com
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RE VIEW 
WITH 

DALE SMITH   

The Rearview Mirror  

Hi Everyone,  

I know that I have always been taught to look ahead, keep my eyes on the road and to look where you want to go because 
that is where you are most likely to end up.  This advice has served me pretty well while driving, but is also a very good ap-
proach to take in general.  Choosing a destination and carefully planning a route, staying on course and aiming for your goals 
are essential to arriving at your planned destination.  Always look ahead. Right? Well, sort of.  

I would suggest that looking in the direction of travel is probably more effective.  Focusing your vision through the windshield 
doesn’t usually end well if the transmission is in reverse and you’re backing out of the driveway.  Driving around aimlessly isn’t 
usually very effective when you’re lost or have forgotten your route and destination. Choosing a successful route and destina-
tion is much easier if you can look back at your past travels and select familiar roads and places that you have already visited.  

What were some of the other instructions that your first driving instructor gave you?  No, not the one at the racetrack, I’m think-
ing about the gym teacher, friend or family member that was with you the first few times you slipped into the family car or 
Driver’s Education Sedan and were behind the steering wheel.   Ah yes, Master of your own Destiny, Commander of the USS 
Enterprise, Captain of the Titanic!  That’s what I’m talking about!    

Coach Brown was my Driver’s Ed. Instructor. He was probably a very nice man, but all of the students were intimidated by his 
stern manner and forceful instructions.  I suspect he acted that way due to the state of constant stress and occasional bursts 
of pure terror that a car full of 15 year olds that are learning to drive in big city traffic can put you in.  I remember his instruc-
tions very well.  “Don’t touch the key, yet.  Adjust your seat to reach the controls and see forward.  Don’t touch the key!  Put on 
your seat belt for safety.  Get your hand off of the key! Check and adjust your mirror to see rearward. If you touch that key 
again, you’ll lose your turn and go right back into the back seat with the rest of ‘em!”  This list of instructions continued, but 
eventually the car was started and we all were in motion down the road.  

I could go on for quite a while with stories about Coach Brown and Driver’s Ed., but I better stop for now.  Over the years, I 
have developed a new respect for him, his instructions and his courage.  His approach to operating a motor vehicle actually 
has been very good advice for many aspects in life.  As our Region’s elections approach, they might be modified to go some-
thing like this:  “Don’t touch your ballot , yet.  Look forward to see where you would like to go.  Don’t touch your ballot!  Look 
back and see what has happened in the past.  It’s the best lesson for avoiding the mistakes of the past. 
Get your hands off your ballot!  Look at your choices and decide who can help you get where you want to be.  OK, Go Vote!!!”  

Respectfully Yours, 
Dale Smith  

P.S. Thanks Coach!  
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Change in Meeting Place  

Your Board of Directors continually looks for ways to make our meetings better.  Location of the meetings is a concern, trying to 
make it as centrally located as possible.  Our current meeting place is about as far west as we can go and stay within the met-
ropolitan area.  However,  it has not been a satisfactory place as the noise level from other  rooms really interferes with our 
ability to hear.  There are not a lot of places that meet our needs, a private room that can hold up to 75-100 people, free, serves 
food and adult beverages at a reasonable price, lots of parking, not too loud etc.  The Board met for their October meeting at 
the Westport Flea Market and think this establishment will meet more of our needs than the current business, and have de-
cided to move the meeting location to the WESTPORT FLEA MARKET,  home of the best burger in KC.  They do serve sand-
wiches and salads and I didn’t see any item higher than $10.00.  The Flea Market will provide waitresses in our meeting room 
and will accept credit cards.  Join us at our next meeting and check out our new spot.  

Banner Ads  

Our webmaster, Jeff Kopp,  has completed a project which allows the Kansas City Region to have banner ads on our local 
website.  You should check out  www.kcrscca.org ; a few ads are now running.   The cost to advertisers has not been deter-
mined at this time, but should be available soon.  A committee has been appointed to determine the cost to the advertiser and 
how to tie the ads in Checkpoint and the banner ads together.  I’m sure the charge will be nominal.  The advertiser will have to 
provide artwork and the exposure is available 24/7.  You should be thinking about placing an advertisement for your company 
on the website.   Jeff will have the information as soon  as the committee makes a decision. 

KVRG Representatives Needed  

The Kansas City and Kansas Regions joined forces to conduct races at Heartland Park many years ago.  Each Region has 3 
representatives on the Kaw Valley Race Group.  The Kansas City Region appoints or selects their representatives at the No-
vember Board Meeting.  The Board asks for those people interested in serving on this board to submit a letter stating that the 
person is willing to serve.  If more than 3 volunteer, the Board casts ballots to determine the representatives.  The KVRG is the 
organization that puts on races for our Region.  It selects a Race Chairman, negotiates with track owners for a fair rental agree-
ment , makes sure all bills are paid, and reports back to the Regions.   I am sure there are many other responsibilities.  They 
meet face to face several times a year and more often via email and phone.  If you think you might be interested in being a 
representative, your letter to the KCR Board should be sent to the Secretary by November 18, 2008. 

KANSAS CITY REGION RACE GROUP  

HOLIDAY PARTY 
December 19th, 7:30 pm  

HOME OF GUY WATNEY 
8705 w. 113TH Street 

Overland Park Kansas 
913-491-4965  

Please bring an appetizer, and your own drink.  

Santa will attend and supervise the gift exchange. 
You bring a gift to get a gift (you may bring a gift for a specific person)   

Please bring canned goods to be delivered to a local food pantry. 

http://www.kcrscca.org
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Thoughts and Notes  
From the Editor  

The 2008 election of the U. S. president and other offices is over, along with all the ads and news coverage, but the election of officers for the 
Kansas City Region is just beginning.  The candidates for office were announced at the November General Meeting (they are listed below.)   
Ballots will be mailed to you in the next few days and voting is pretty simple.  It only takes minutes to select the candidate you think will do the 
best job, mark the ballot and return it in the mail.   Even better, why don’t you bring it to the December General Meeting at the Westport Flea 
Market, where the ballots will be counted.  We have over 400 members who are eligible to vote and only about 100 actually vote.  It would 
sure make the nominating committee feel like they had done a good job if more members would participate.  The committee this year is Mike 
Farley, chrmn., Phyllis Nelson, Mike Hill, David Bennett and Ken Snyder.  Give them a big thank you for their contribution to our club.   

Right now the club calendar is slow.  The 2008 Awards Banquet will be January 10 at the Holiday Inn at I-35 and 87th Street in Overland 
Park.  Chairman Donna Hill is excited and it’s looking like a great evening.  More information will be in the next issue of Checkpoint.  If you 
have a traveling trophy, please bring it to the Dec. meeting or you can take it by Williams Import Car Center and leave it with Norma or Char-
lie.  The Midiv Convention has been moved to early March right after the National Convention.  It will be in Kansas City, so plan to attend and 
maybe even lend a hand in making it a successful event.  Speaking of the National Convention, now is the time to be making your reserva-
tions, if you are planning to attend.  There is much information to be gained at a National Convention and this year it’s in Las Vegas, a nice 
place to be in February!  

  

2009 CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE 
OF THE 

KANSAS CITY REGION 
SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA  

Regional Executive,  
Charlie Clark, Gini Ragan 

Assistant RE,  
Charlie Williams 

Secretary,  
Donna Hill 
Treasurer,  

Norma Williams 
Directors, 

Jake Diehl, Mike Hill 
Ron Keith, Joe Tasler, Jim Wyatt 

Solo Advisory Committee 
Kent Edmondson, Mike Hill  

Ballots will be mailed in the next few days.  You can return them by mail, drop them by Charlie Williams Imports,  
2701 W 47th Street or bring the ballot to the meeting December 2, 2008 at the Westport Flea Market. 
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YAKETY YAK . . . . . .   

Dear Mom:  

Jennifer Kachorn Bennett wants to share her good news with the Kansas City Region SCCA club and invite us all to her graduation.  She will 
be graduating from the University of Missouri-Kansas City.  She has completed her Master of Education in Special Education with an empha-
sis in Learning Disabilities.  The commencement exercises will be Friday evening, December 12th, 2008 at 7pm at the Swinney Recreation 
Center which is on the campus.  If you plan on attending the ceremonies, Jennifer suggest that you arrive early as a parking space may be 
difficult to find.  Guests can park at the parking structure and the parking lots at the University Center, Grant Hall and the Bloch School of 
Business and Public Administration.  For those with special needs, such as walking limitations, UMKC Police will be on hand at Swinney 
Recreation Center to assist in the drop-off process.  Congratulations Jennifer on such a wonderful accomplishment.  

Dick & Peggy White with their daughter’s family, Bill & Beth Burke & grandchildren Meghan (9) & Will (6) spent 9 days at Disney World in 
Orlando, FL.  They enjoyed all of the rides and entertainment both during the day and in the evenings.  

Thomas Moore Jr. sent an email that his great granddaughter, Maddison Goodloe, won first place this summer at the Henry County Baby 
Show.    

John & Phyllis Nelson were certainly busy the weekend before the runoffs!  Their son, John and Terri Suter were married on Saturday, Octo-
ber 4th at 4 pm at the Matt Ross Community Center in Overland Park, KS.  Best man was John’s twin brother, James and brother David was a 
groomsman.  After a honeymoon at the Lake of the Ozarks, John & Terri will be at home in Overland Park.  James, Sara and baby Elaine 
from St Louis, MO and David from Maryville, MO were in town for the wedding.    

Alan Bennett is still in training for driving over-the-road trucks.  He and Wyllie, a trainer are on their way to Houston, TX now then after an-
other 6 weeks he will be driving his own truck on his own.    

Rick and Penny Rollins from Osteen, Florida were in town recently and paid a visit to  Charlie & Mom.  They both look about the same 
(maybe Rick is a little heavier!).  They were here to attend the NASCAR race & they were meeting Rick’s son, Joe at the Speedway.  Joe is a 
student at Kansas State University and son Richard is the manager of a restaurant in Florida.  Rick said that his ex-Ann still lives in Salina, 
KS and she remarried last year. In July 2009 Rick will become the Chairman of SEMA at the show in Las Vegas.  He has served on their 
board for 12 years with the last two year as Chairman Elect.  Rick is very involved with SEMA and in 2006 he was inducted into the SEMA 
Hall of Fame.  There is only 102 that have been inducted.  

John & Phyllis Nelson worked in Timing & Scoring at the Runoffs at HPT this year.  They had the “day off” on Thursday during the test week 
so on Wednesday evening they left for KC and spent the night at home.  Phyllis had organized a bus trip on Thursday morning to Des 
Moines, IA to attend a quilt show.   Phyllis with 44 ladies left after John loaded food etc on the bus.  Then John headed home to do laundry 
etc before the ladies returned that evening. Thursday evening John & Phyllis were back at the race track!!! WOW!!!  

Mike & Donna Hill will become grandparents again.  And it will be two new babies. Daughter Erica will be the proud new mother of a son in 
November and son Shawn & Holi will become first time parents the first of April.  

Libby Tully, John’s 17 year old daughter has been competing this year in the Crown Autocrosses at the KC Speedway.  This is her first year 
to compete and she drives a go-cart.  We hear that she can’t wait for next years season to begin.  

Sharlene Smith, her mother Allene, her aunt & cousin, from Nevada, MO spent last weekend in Branson, MO attending shows & shopping.  
They have been going to Branson for the past 12 years & Sharlene said they had a great time.  Sharlene stopped in Rich Hill, MO to visit 
Charlie’s mother, Jerri on the way home Sunday evening.  

The last weekend of October several of the Johnson Clan traveled to Hutchison, KS to attend the wedding of Travis Norwald.  On Sunday the 
Johnson Clan decided to find the old Hutchinson race track.  Armed with 4 cell phones with GPS and a Garmin - it still took them one hour to 
find the place.  Cliff & Tammy got the “rally award” as they found it first.  According to Bill, some of the roads had changed, certainly most of 
the landscape had changed and of course, they just couldn’t remember how to get there!!  Bill’s Garmin couldn’t even find Yoder.  They did a 
lap of the track and the concrete track surface is still there.  The long straight has some asphalt on it for the gliders to land.  There were 20 or 
so glider trailers parked around.  The tower has about 2 pieces of glass left in it.  Quite a few of the corner stations were still in tact.  But most 
importantly, the pool was still there with the same green water that was there the last time we were all there.  And it was in surprisingly good 
shape and with a little clean up Bill thinks it would look perfectly usable. (lol). Thanks for the info Bill and the pictures.  And as Bill said, it sure 
brought back some good memories.    

                                           DON’T LOOK BACK . . . . .  

Please share your news with Mom.  You can reach her by phone, 913-262-6300, my mail, 2701 West 47th 
Street, Shawnee Mission KS 66205, by FAX 913-262-6719, or email , kcmomwilliams@aol.com 




